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Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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Status 
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2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)E3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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Application Papers 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-23 and 33-52 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Drawings 

2. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1.83(a). The drawings must show every 
feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the 

a. "Imaginary surface" 

b. "Position coding pattern codes" 

c. "Address with one coordinate" 

d. "Identifier" 

must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new matter should be 
entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to 
the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing 
sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, 
even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing 
should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure 
must be removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must 
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be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief description of the several views of the 
drawings for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the 
renumbering of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will 
be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The 
objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claim 2, 34 are objected to because of the following informalities: Applicant disclose 
and imaginary surface. Examiner object for the fact that something that is imaginary does not 
exist.. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claims 1-23 and 33-52 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 
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6. Claim 1, 7, 1 1, 12, 21, 33, 34, 39, 43, and 47 recite the limitation " subset." There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation. Applicant fails to disclose the set in the subset. 

7. Claim 12, 15, 23 47 recite the limitation "the pair of coordinate". There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

8. Claim 15, 23, 47 recite the limitation "the aid". There is insufficient antecedent basis for 
this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

9. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

10. Claims 1-23 and 33-52 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Simons et al (U.S. Patent No 6,230,143). 

11. As per claims 1, 21, 22 and 33, Simons et al teach a method/computer readable medium 
for managing (receive request, create) valuable documents (coupons), the method being carried 
out using a computer (computer and peripherals) connected to a computer network (network of 
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figs 3-5), the method comprising: receiving (receive request for a coupon) an order via the 
computer network relating to a valuable document; and creating {generate) the valuable 
document (coupon) in response to the order by associating with the valuable document a subset 
of a position-coding pattern (a two dimensional Aztec coupon bar code that contains a finder 
structure and one or more nested squares, 70) (see figs 3-5, 7, column 4 lines 40-44, 5 lines 35- 
63). 



12. As per claims 2, and 34, Simons et al teach a method/computer readable medium wherein 
the position-coding pattern codes coordinates of points on an imaginary surface and wherein the 
subset of the position-coding pattern codes coordinates within one coordinate area of a plurality 
of coordinate areas that are defined in the computer (see column 6 line 46-62). 

13. As per claims 3 and 35, Simons et al teach a method/computer readable medium wherein 
creating the valuable document includes storing information to reserve the one coordinate area 
(see column 6 line 46-62). 



14. As per claims 4 and 36, Simons et al teach a method/computer readable medium wherein 
creating the valuable document includes storing information to render usable the one coordinate 
area (see column 4 line 53-60). 
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15. As per claims 5 and 37, Simons et al teach a method/computer readable medium wherein 
creating the valuable document includes associating an address {consumer address information) 
with the one coordinate area {see column 4 line 53-60). 

16. As per claims 6 and 38, Simons et al teach a method/computer readable medium wherein 
creating the valuable document includes associating a monetary {coupon value) amount with the 
one coordinate area {see column 4 line 53-60). 

17. As per claims 7 and 39, Simons et al teach a method/computer readable medium include 
an identifier, which identifies a user unit that is authorized to read the subset of the position- 
coding pattern, with the one coordinate area {see column 6 line 46-62). 

18. As per claims 8 and 40, Simons et al teach a method/computer readable medium wherein 
creating the valuable document includes storing an indication of a payment recipient, to whom 
the payment for the valuable document is to be transferred {see column 6 line 46-62). 



19. As per claims 9, 10, 41 and 42 Simons et al teach a method/computer readable medium 
further including forwarding the valuable document electronically via the computer network {see 
figs 4, 5). 
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20. As per claims 1 1 and 43, Simons et al teach a method/computer readable medium 
wherein the document is associated with a unique subset of the position-coding pattern (see figs 
3-5, 7, column 4 lines 40-44, 5 lines 35-63). 

21 . As per claims 12 and 44, Simons et al teach a method/computer readable medium 
comprising: receiving a control signal comprising at least one pair of coordinates recorded from 
the valuable document; determining a coordinate area of a plurality of coordinates to which the 
pair of coordinates is a subset; and checking, on the basis of the determined coordinate area, 
whether the valuable document is acceptable (see fig 1, column 7 line 46-col. 8 line 53). 

22. As per claims 13 and 45, Simons et al teach a method/computer readable medium further 
comprising marking the valuable document as used (see figs 3-5, 7, column 4 lines 40-44, 5 lines 
35-63). 

23. As per claims 14 and 46, Simons et al teach a method/computer readable medium further 
comprising forwarding a message included in the control signal to an address associated with the 
determined coordinate area {see figs 4, 5). 

24. As per claims 15 and 47, Simons et al teach a method/computer readable medium 
managing valuable documents, the method being carried out using a computer connected to a 
computer network, wherein a plurality of coordinate areas (a two dimensional Aztec coupon bar 
code that contains a finder structure and one or more nested squares, 70) is defined in the 
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computer, the method comprising: receiving a control signal (reading a signal) from the 
computer network, wherein the control signal comprises at least one pair of coordinates (a two 
dimensional Aztec coupon bar code that contains a finder structure and one or more nested 
squares, 70) that has been recorded by reading a position-coding pattern on a valuable document; 
determining a coordinate area (a bar code) of the plurality of coordinate areas to which the pair 
of coordinates belongs; and checking, with the aid of the determined coordinate area, whether the 
valuable document is acceptable (determining whether the coupon is valid (see fig 1, column 7 
line 46-col 8 line 53). 

25. As per claims 16 and 48, Simons et al teach a method/computer readable medium further 
comprising transmitting a signal to the computer network to indicate an acceptability of the 
valuable document (see Jig 1, column 7 line 46-col. 8 line 53). 

26. As per claims 17 and 49, Simons et al teach a method/computer readable medium further 
comprising marking the determined coordinate area as used (see fig 1, column 7 line 46-col 8 
line 53). 

27. As per claims 18 and 50, Simons et al teach a method/computer readable medium further 
comprising identifying a signature in the received control signal and associating the signature 
with the determined coordinate area (see figs 3-5, 7, column 4 lines 40-44, 5 lines 35-63). 
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28. As per claims 19 and 51 , Simons et al teach a method/computer readable medium further 
comprising identifying, in the control signal, a payment amount, and comparing the payment 
amount with a total amount associated with the determined coordinate area (see fig 1, column 7 
line 46-col 8 line 53). 

29. As per claims 20 and 52, Simons et al teach a method/computer readable medium further 
comprising identifying, in the control signal, an identifier which indicates the identity of a user 
unit used for reading the position coding pattern on the valuable document, wherein checking 
comprises comparing the identifier in the control signal with an identifier associated with the 
determined coordinate area (see figs 5-5, 7, column 4 lines 40-44, 5 lines 35-63). 



Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to FIRMIN BACKER whose telephone number is 571-272-6703. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew J. Fischer can be reached on (571) 272-6779. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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